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Lao PDR has over 80 million such bomblet s scat t ered all over 15 provinces. These bomblet s are 
remnant s of t he second Indochina conflict bet ween 1964 and 1973, known in America as t he Viet nam 
War. Thirt y years af t er t he conflict ended, t hese bombies and ot her explosive remnant s of war con-
t inue t o maim, kill and dest roy lives and propert ies as well as serve as a hindrance t o t he count ry’s 
s oc i o ec on omic development . 
by	Bounpheng	Sisawath	[	Lao	National	UXO	Project	]
n	 June	 2004,	 in	 the	 village	
of	 Nongsoung	 of	 the	 Pakso
ng	
district	 in	 Champassak	 prov
ince,	 Lao	 People’s	 Democra
tic	
Republic,	 30-year-old	 Pheng





ing	 lunch	 for	 the	 children,	
three	 of	 them	 began	 playing
	 with	
something	 she	 could	 not	 se







Pheng	 lay	 on	 the	 ground	 un


























children	 died	 in	 the	 inciden






The	 villagers	 arrived	 to	 help
	 Pheng	 and	 her	 children	 abo
ut	
half	 an	 hour	 after	 hearing	 th






















Lao	 PDR	 has	 over	 80	 milli
on	 such	 bomblets	 scattered	
all	
over	 15	 provinces.	 These	 bo





the	 Vietnam	 War.	 Thirty	





















cating	 people	 to	 reduce	 the
	 number	 of	 accidents	 from	
UXO.	
Since	 it	 was	 founded	 in	 199




















or	 four	years	due	 to	 resourc













See Endnotes, page 111
Following a series of mist akes t hat caused hundreds of accident s, many fat al, a new 
bat t alion of t he N at ional Police of Peru now ensures demining quali t y for 1,711 
power t ransmission t owers. Following a series of mist akes t hat caused hundreds of accident s, 
many fat al, a new bat t alion of t he N at ional Police of Peru now ensures demining 






























According	 to	 the	 2005	 Landmine Monitor Report,1	 approxi-
mately	 60,000	 landmines	 were	 removed	 from	 areas	 surround-
ing	 the	 1,711	 towers	 from	 June	 2002	 to	 February	 2004.	 Until	
July	2005,	however,	only	50	of	those	power	transmission	towers	




the	necessary	 international	 assistance	and	 support	 to	have	 refor-
mulated,	re-equipped	and	better-trained	demining	teams.	Within	









male	nurse	 and	one	 team	member	 responsible	 for	 the	 campaign	








ties	 in	Peru	 since	2003,	 accidents	 involving	 civilians	 continue.	









As	a	 result	of	 this	 incident	and	others,	 the	clearance	 team	felt	
better	 quality	 assurance	 was	 needed.	 Since	 restarting	 quality	 as-
surance	activities	 in	March	2006,	523	towers	have	been	released.	
Nine	 landmines	 and	 approximately	 1,700	 pieces	 of	 unexploded	
ordnance	were	found.	Plans	are	underway	to	clear	the	rest	of	the	
towers	by	mid-2007,	provided	there	are	no	interruptions.
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